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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, CGEN, BF, HA 
SUBJECT: ILLEGAL HAITIAN ALIENS 
REE: NASSAU 1288, 1141, AND 924 

1 . INFLUX OF LARGE NUMBER OE ILLEGAL HAITIAN ALIENS INTO 
FLORIDA FROM THE BAHAMAS HAS ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE 
PUBLICITY, CONCERN, AND CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST. 
ANNOUNCEMENT EARLIER THIS YEAR IN PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATES IN THE BAHAMAS AND LAUNCHING ON JUNE 1 1 OF 
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ROUND-UP OP ILLEGAL HAITIAN IMMIGRANTS LIVING ON NEW 
PROVIDENCE ISLAND HAS APPARENTLY LED TO MASS EXODUS OP 
ILLEGAL HAITIANS PROM BAHAMAS TO FLORIDA. ALTHOUGH 
EMBASSY REPORTS BAHAMIAN ROUND-UP IS TO BE FOLLOWED 
BY REPATRIATION TO HAITI BY THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT, 
LARGE NUMBER OF HAITIANS ARE FLEEING THE BAHAMAS FOR 
FLORIDA BEFORE THEY CAN BE ROUNDED UP, AND THERE ARE 
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PRESS REPORTS THAT BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT IS ENCOURAGING 
HAITIAN ALIEN EXODUS TO FLORIDA. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DISCUSS THIS SITUATION WITH 
THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT AND TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT 
WITH THE EOLLOWING INEORMATION: (A) IS HAITIAN ROUND-UP 
CONTINUING; (REF A REPORTS IT WAS TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUED 

ON lUNE 13 EOR EOURTEEN DAYS TO "ALLOW ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 
TO CLOSE OUT BANK ACCOUNTS AND OTHERWISE SETTLE THEIR 
AEFAIRS AND LEAVE THE COUNTRY")? (B) ARE ILLEGAL 
HAITIAN ALIENS BEING REPATRIATED BY THE BAHAMAS AND, IE 
SO, HOW MANY HAVE BEEN REPATRIATED? (C) HOW MANY 
HAITIANS HAVE BEEN ROUNDED UP? (D) HOW MANY ILLEGAL 
HAITIANS DOES BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT ESTIMATE ARE RESIDING 
IN THE BAHAMAS? (E) WHAT ARE BAHAMIAN LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, THEIR 
HANDLING, AND THEIR REPATRIATION? (PLEASE SEND COPY OP 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS.) FOR EXAMPLE, DO HAITIAN IMMIGRANTS 
HAVE RECOURSE TO BAHAMIAN COURTS AND CAN THEY RECEIVE 
TEMPORARY WORK PERMITS? (F) WHAT STEPS IS BAHAMIAN 
GOVERNMENT TAKING TO PREVENT ENTRY OP ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 
AND THEIR EXIT TO THE U.S.? (G) WHAT CONTROLS, SUCH 
AS WORK PERMITS, DOES BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT HAVE OVER 
ALIEN WORKERS? 
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3. DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS 
RE WILLINGNESS OP BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT TO COOPERATE WITH 
U.S. IN PREVENTING EXODUS OP HAITIANS TO FLORIDA, THE 

BEST MANNER IN WHICH THIS COOPERATION CAN BE ACHIEVED 
AND CARRIED OUT, AND THE RESOURCES REQUIRED TO ENSURE 
THAT EXODUS TO PLORIDA IS EFPECTIVELY CONTAINED. 

DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EXPEDITIOUS RESPONSE 
IN VIEW OP CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST. VANCE 
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